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Principal’s Message    
 

 
It is with great pride that I share with you some thoughts about R. E. Mountain Secondary School as you 
embark on selecting your courses for next year. 
 
Make sure to look through the booklet carefully. It will explain what courses we offer and what the 
courses are about. Programs at the school include the traditional academic selections as well as “core” 
classes for those who need more support. The IB Program is there for those who would like the extra 
challenge and are university-bound. Mountain also has lots to offer in the PE and elective department, 
with classes geared toward athletes and recreational students, arts classes, technology classes, 
leadership and applied skills classes. 
 
Further to these opportunities, you are encouraged to get involved in athletics and clubs. Lots of 
students are involved in service within the school and around the community. You will learn a lot in 
classes, but you will learn so much more, make stronger friendships and better memories if you get 
involved beyond the courses you take.  
 
Mountain has a great vibe to it. Students are positive and treat each other with respect. We hope that 
you will continue to contribute to the great learning community that has been established here. The 
more we all contribute to the atmosphere, the better it is for all of us. Whatever your ethnic 
background, if you are LGBTQ or straight, are artsy, athletic, academically focused, technical or a 
combination of all or some of those things, we want you to feel like you have a place at Mountain and 
that it is your school. 
 
Counsellors, administrators and teacher are available if you need help making decisions around your 
program. Please ask for assistance if you need. 
 
 
Have a great year! 

 

 

 

 
 

Mr. M. Ghobrial,  

mghobrial@sd35.bc.ca 
 

 

  



 

 

 
Calendar of Events  

 
 
 
January 24  REMSS Pre-IB and IB Parent Information Meeting 
  Time:  7pm 
  Location: Banquet Room at the Langley Event Center (7888 200th Street) 
 
 
January 31       2017-18 Grade 9 parent information night in the library at REMSS at 7:00pm. 
 
 
February 1-27  On-line applications for Pre-IB is open.   
 Registration for Pre-IB exam is required through the on-line application at:  

http://remountainsecondaryschool.com 
  
 
February 22  Grade 9 Course Planning Days (Yorkson Creek students only) 
& February 23  8:30am at Yorkson Creek Middle School 
 
 
February 28 Grade 9 REMSS Pre-IB Placement Exam at Yorkson Creek Middle School for Yorkson 

Creek applicants. 
 
 
March 1 Grade 9 REMSS Pre-IB Placement Exam at R.E. Mountain Secondary School for all 

other grade 8 applicants. 
Copy of Grade 8 report card must be brought to the placement exam. 

 
 
March 3 Deadline for registration and course selection  

Yorkson Creek students must return forms to their teacher to ensure placement.  
Other students return forms to Ms. Houston in the Counselling Centre at R.E. 
Mountain Secondary School. 

 
 
April 26  Grade 8 Indoor Sports Day 

Grade 8’s attend R.E. Mountain to participate in an indoor Sports Day and 
orientation. 

 
 
September 5  First Day of School for Grade 9’s and new students only 

12pm – 2:00 pm - welcome BBQ and Grade 9 student orientation at  
R.E. Mountain Secondary School. 

 

 

http://remountainsecondaryschool.com/


REMSS Pre-IB Program 
 
The Pre-IB Program is available in Grade 9 and 10 and is excellent preparation for the IB Diploma 
Programme that begins in Grade 11 

 

What is the International Baccalaureate Program? 

The IB Diploma Programme is an academically challenging and balanced program of education that 
prepares students, normally aged 16-19 for success at university and life beyond. 

The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring 
young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding 
and respect. 

To this end the IBO works with schools and international organizations to develop challenging 
programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. 

These programs encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate, and lifelong 
learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right. 
  
 

REMSS Grade 9 Pre-IB Criteria 
 

 Resident of Langley 

 Completion of online application (Open from February 1 to 27) 

 Entrance Exam (see dates above) 

February 28 Grade 9 REMSS Pre-IB Placement Exam at Yorkson Creek Middle School 

for Yorkson Creek applicants. 

March 1 Grade 9 REMSS Pre-IB Placement Exam at R.E. Mountain Secondary 

School for all other grade 8 applicants. 

 Teacher Recommendation – Name and email of the teacher only 

 Term 1 Report Card – copy of this report card must be brought to the online exam 

 Interview (may be required) 

 Completion of Math 9 by August 30th prior to grade 9 entry in September 2017.   

This requirement can be met three ways: 

o Completion of Math 9 during grade 8 in student’s home school 

o Langley Summer School (registration opens April 2017) 

o Online through a distributed learning school 

REMSS Pre-IB program is competitive and we aim to do our final selection by the end of April.  All 
accepted students are required to do a complete REMSS Pre-IB program.  There are no partial 
placements. 

 

For more information, please contact:   

Mrs. Cora Pickering, 

 IB Coordinator: 

REMSSIB@sd35.bc.ca 

mailto:REMSSIB@sd35.bc.ca


COURSE LIST 2017 – 2018 

 

The International Baccalaureate Program: 
 

R.E. Mountain Secondary School’s Pre-International Baccalaureate (IB) Program is designed to prepare students for the challenges 
of the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program offered in Grade 11 and 12. Pre-IB and IB is an academically rigorous 
university preparation program that is recognized globally.   Pre-IB and IB teachers in each subject area work cooperatively to 
identify the skills and knowledge that will help students to succeed in IB.  Pre-IB teachers then introduce, develop and reinforce the 
skills and knowledge at grade appropriate levels.  By the time Pre-IB students are completing Grade 10, they should be well prepared 
to adjust to the academic rigor of the IB Program.  Pre-IB 9 and 10 Humanities English, Humanities Social Studies, Science and Math 
are a cluster of enriched Pre-IB courses that are taken together.  A student is also required to take Mandarin or French as a second 
language requirement. 
 

Both the Pre-IB and IB Programs are District programs which mean that students are required to be residents of Langley.  All Langley 
students are welcome to apply and will be considered equally for the program regardless of their catchment area.  However, it is a 
distinct advantage academically to enter at the Pre-IB 9 level. 

Required Courses 

English 9 
Social Studies 9 

Mathematics 9 
Mathematics 9 Core 

Science 9 
Physical Education 9 – Girls/Boys/Co-Ed 

Career Education 9 is a required course that will show on report cards and a final mark issued in June. 
Course material will be embedded in all required courses throughout the year. 

Elective Courses 
As part of the updated curriculum in British Columbia, students in grade 9 now must take electives that satisfy two areas: 
“Applied Design Skills and Technology (ADST)” and “Arts Education (AE)”. Some courses, such as Choir and Power Technology 
satisfy the outcomes associated with only one of these two areas. Others such as Video Production and Ceramics satisfy both.   
 

The course list below indicates, for grade 9 courses, which are ADST, which are AE, and which are both. The course selection form 
is designed to ensure students meet both requirements. 

Category 1: ADST Category 2: AE Category 3: 
Modern Languages Technology Education Technology Education 

Drafting & Design 9 
Industrial  Exploration 9  
Metalwork 9 
Metalwork 9 - Metal Art  
Power Technology 9 (Mechanics) 
Woodwork 9 

Drafting & Design 9 
Industrial  Exploration 9  
Metalwork 9 
Metalwork 9 - Metal Art  
Woodwork 9 

A second language to  
grade 11 is required for some 

post-secondary  
schools or programs. 

  
French 9 
Mandarin 9 (Intro) 
Spanish 9 (Intro) 

Home Economics Home Economics 

Foods Studies 9 
Textile Studies 9 (Fashion & Design) 

Foods Studies 9 
Textile Studies 9 (Fashion & Design) 

Information & Technology Information & Technology 

Information & Communication Technologies 9 Information & Communication Technologies 9 

Drama Drama 
Drama 9 Drama 9 

Visual Arts Visual Arts 

Visual Arts 9 
Ceramics & Sculpture 9 
Media Arts 9 - Printmaking 
Media Arts 9 - Graphic Design  
Video Production 9 

Visual Arts 9 
Ceramics & Sculpture 9 
Media Arts 9 - Printmaking 
Media Arts 9 - Graphic Design  
Video Production 9 

Leadership and Innovation Music 

Personal Project 9 
Leadership 9 

Concert Band 9 
    Outside Regular Timetable: 

              Jazz Band 9         
              Concert Choir 9  
              Jazz Choir 9  

International Baccalaureate/Pre-IB – Complete and submit an online application form available at www.remountainsecondary.com  from February 1 – 27. 

English Language Learners - All ELL courses must be chosen in conjunctions with the ELL coordinator, Mrs. Hu. Book a time for testing or assistance. 

Hockey Academy – Applications available through the website http://www.langleyrivermen.com/. Contact Mr. Darrin Ponak for more details. 

http://www.remountainsecondary.com/
http://www.langleyrivermen.com/


        COURSE SELECTION ONLINE INSTRUCTIONS 
 

 

All course requests for the 2017/2018 school year are being completed online. Please carefully follow the 

instructions below. Course requests are to be completed by Monday, February 27
th

, 2017. If you want to 

make changes later, you may submit multiple corrected course requests online until February 27
th
. 

1) Go to the following website:  https://www.myeducation.gov.bc.ca/aspen/logon 

  

2) You will need to the use the following log-in ID and password. 

 

Login ID:  Your 6 digit student number 

Password:  Student$35 

 

3) The first time you log-in you will be prompted to change your password. Enter your current password, enter 

a new password, and confirm the new password. Click on OK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) The system requires that you enter your email address and select a security question.  

 

5) To enter your course selection, first select the “MyInfo” tab at the top of the page. 

 

 

 

 

6) Once here, carefully read the home page instructions specific to your grade at the top of the page.  

 

7) To make course selections click on “Select” and then choose your course. 

 

8)  If you were unable to complete your course selections with the options in the 

on-line course selection sheet, you can leave a note for the counsellor at  

the bottom of the page. 

 

 

9) To confirm that you have completed your course selections click on the 

POST button in the bottom left of the screen. YOU MUST COMPLETE  

THIS STEP TO SUBMIT YOUR COURSE REQUEST. 

 

 

10) If you have not completed all areas of the course selection sheet as required a 

warning message will appear. Read the warning carefully and return to the areas  

identified to correct any items missed in your course selection. 

Click on the POST button again once corrections have been made. A GREEN  

Message will appear when course selections have been successfully posted. 

  

https://www.myeducation.gov.bc.ca/aspen/logon


REQUIRED COURSES 
 

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS 
English 9 The English 9 course is a continuation of the objectives covered in English 8.  Class time will 

be divided between language and literature.  The course will be modeled on outcome based 
education, with its emphasis on six significant outcomes, mastering learning on grammar, 
writing mechanics, composition skills, reading comprehension, literacy terms, library 
research and organization skills. 
 

English 9 Pre-IB This course is designed as part of the Pre-IB Track that prepares students for the 
International Baccalaureate Program.  You will be exposed to various genre of literature 
such as poetry, drama, novels and short stories and will deal with the literature in varying 
ways.  You will be encouraged and expected to develop critical thinking and writing skills. 
 

Prerequisite:  English 8 and acceptance into Pre-IB Programme 
 

English 9 Core 
 

CORE classes at REMSS are unique classroom environments that are generally made 
available to students with Individual Education Plans.  CORE classes have fewer students in 
them, and aim to organize the information so that it is easier to understand.  In English 9 
Core, the areas of focus will be: vocabulary development, reading comprehension, written 
process, personal organization and executive functioning while reading high interest novels 
that seek to create lively and thoughtful classroom discussions.  
 

Prerequisite: To be eligible for English 9 Core, students must be recommended by their 
grade 8 school, in consultation with Learning Support Services at REMSS. 
 

*It is recommended that students in English CORE 9 also take Social Studies 9 Core. 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
Social Studies 9 
 

This course is divided into three major sections.  The first deals with North America’s 
geographic setting and European settlement in North America.  The second deals with the 
development of nations and social order.  The third section deals with the industrialization 
of the Western World. 

 

Social Studies 9/10  
Pre-IB 
 

This course covers Social Studies 9 and Socials Studies 10 curriculum.  The intent of Social 
Studies 9/10 Pre-IB is to prepare students for the academic rigours of the IB program and 
will focus on research, essay writing, and critical historical thinking skills.  The subject matter 
includes the roots of democracy, fights for rights, and the development of Canada.  Students 
will further develop a strong work ethic and their ability to work independently and in 
groups. 
 

This course is intended for those students planning to enter the IB Diploma Programme.  
This course is taken in the Gr. 9 year of the Pre-IB Programme. 
 

Prerequisite: Social Studies 8 with recommendation and admission into the Pre-IB 
Programme 
 

Social Studies 9 Core 
 

CORE classes at REMSS are unique classroom environments that are generally made 
available to students with Individual Education Plans.  CORE classes have fewer students in 
them, and aim to organize the information so that it is easier to understand. In Social 
Studies 9 Core, the area of focus will be: vocabulary development, reading comprehension, 
critical thinking, personal organization and executive functioning while analyzing historical 
events through perspective, ethical dimensions and primary sources.  
 

Prerequisite: To be eligible for Social Studies 9 Core, students must be recommended by 
their grade 8 school, in consultation with Learning Support Services at REMSS. 
 

*It is recommended that students in Social Studies 9 Core also take English 9 Core. 



MATHEMATICS 
Mathematics 9 
 
 

In Mathematics 9 students will continue to develop their skills in four broad curricular areas: 
Number, Patterns and Relations, Shape and Space, and Statistics and Probability. With its 
focus on problem solving and communicating mathematical reasoning, Mathematics 9 
encourages students to develop a clear understanding of mathematical concepts, recognize 
the inter-disciplinary nature of mathematics and appreciate its contributions to the world 
around us. This course will help prepare students for Mathematics courses at the Grade 10 
level. A scientific calculator is necessary for this course. 
 

Mathematics 9 Core 
 

CORE classes at REMSS are unique classroom environments that are generally made 
available to students with Individual Education Plans. A CORE class has fewer students in 
them, and aim to organize the information so that it is easier to understand. Mathematics 9 
Core is designed for students who struggle with mathematical concepts and/or reasoning. In 
this course students will develop an understanding of the essential learning outcomes in 
four broad curricular areas: Number, Patterns and Relations, Shape and Space, and Statistics 
and Probability. In addition to developing basic numeracy skills, Mathematics 9 Core 
continues to focus on problem solving and communicating mathematical reasoning. A 
scientific calculator is required for this course. 
 
Prerequisite: To be eligible for Mathematics 9 Core, students must be recommended by 
their grade 8 school, in consultation with Learning Support Services at REMSS. 

SCIENCE 
Science 9 Science 9 provides a preview of some of the major fields of science.  In biology it examines 

microscopy and cells, asexual and sexual reproduction.  Physics examines static and current 
electricity and application in the home.  Chemistry looks at the periodic table, atoms and 
ions, ionic and covalent compounds and properties of matter.  Scientific investigation skills 
are integrated throughout the year. 
 

Science 9 Pre-IB Science 9 Pre-IB will cover all of the topics in the Science 9 program, however, the topics will 
be enriched with a focus on more independent student oriented work, more higher level 
thinking skills; for example:  explaining and analyzing data or information and in some 
topics, taking them to a greater depth.   
 
Prerequisite:  Science 8 and admission into the Pre-IB Programme 
 
 

Science 9 Core 
 

CORE classes at REMSS are unique classroom environments that are generally made 
available to students with Individual Education Plans. A CORE class has fewer students in 
them, and aim to organize the information so that it is easier to understand. Science 9 Core 
is a general science course that is generally made available to students with Individual 
Education Plans. In biology, it examines microscopy and cells, asexual and sexual 
reproduction.  Physics examines static and current electricity and application in the home.  
Chemistry looks at the periodic table, atoms and ions, ionic and covalent compounds and 
properties of matter.  Scientific investigation skills are integrated throughout the year.    
 

Prerequisite: To be eligible for Science 9 Core, students must be recommended by their 
grade 8 school, in consultation with Learning Support Services at REMSS. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Physical and Health 
Education 9 (Girls) 
 

Physical and Health Education 9 (Girls) is the introductory course in our progression of the 
physical and health education curriculum. PHE is designed to develop the knowledge, skills, 
and understandings that students need for lifelong physical health and mental well-being. 
You will pick up where you left off in Grade 8 with the sequential development of fitness, 
skills, rules and strategies, with an emphasis on fun, and lifelong fitness levels. 
 



Physical and Health 
Education 9 (Boys) 
 

Physical and Health Education 9 (Boys) is the introductory course in our progression of the 
core physical and health education curriculum. PHE is designed to develop the knowledge, 
skills, and understandings that students need for lifelong physical health and mental well-
being. You will pick up where you left off in Grade 8 with the sequential development of 
fitness, skills, game rules and strategies.  This course is designed so that students and 
athletes will be challenged in the activities offered.   
 

Physical and Health 
Education 9 (Co-Ed) 

Physical and Health Education 9 (Co-ed) is the introductory course in our progression of the 
physical and health education curriculum. PHE is designed to develop the knowledge, skills, 
and understandings that students need for lifelong physical health and mental well-being. 
You will pick up where you left off in Grade 8 with the sequential development of fitness, 
skills, rules and strategies, with an emphasis on fun, and lifelong fitness levels.  

RIVERMEN HOCKEY ACADEMY 
Physical and Health 
Education 9: 
 
Rivermen Hockey 
Academy 

The Rivermen Hockey Academy is an on and off ice program offered to players focusing on 
individual skill development.  These are players trying to get to “the next level”.  The 
Academy will accept both male and female players as well expose them to the levels of the 
BCMML Thunderbirds and the BCHL Langley Rivermen.  Goalies will also receive individual 
coaching and training. 
 

Approximately 60 on-ice sessions will be provided and coached by the Langley Rivermen, as 
well 30 off-ice extensive training sessions provided by the staff of Impact Hockey 
Development.  Testing and assessment throughout the season will provide direct and 
personal feedback to each player.  Academics will also be monitored as the Academy 
recognizes that all athletes must be good students. 
 

Students enrolled will receive a PHE9 credit for their current grade level and the cost of the 
program is $2,000. 
 

On-line registration is required at www.rivermenacademy.com. A four month payment 
schedule can be arranged. 

CAREER EDUCATION 
Career Education 9 In Grade 9, students explore concepts such as identity, leadership, personal planning, and 

transferable skills. As students build on the foundation developed from their experiences in 
K–5, they begin to explore in greater depth their skills and passions, and begin to determine 
possible routes to their goals.  
 

Big ideas: 
1) Reflecting on our preferences and skills helps us identify the steps we need to take to 

achieve our career goals. 
2) The value of work in our lives, communities, and society can be viewed from diverse 

perspectives.  
3) Achieving our learning goals requires effort and perseverance. 
4) Adapting to economic and labour market changes requires flexibility.  
5) Our career paths reflect the personal, community, and educational choices we make.  
 

At R.E. Mountain Secondary School, the Career Education 9 curriculum is embedded within 
the regular required courses throughout the year and not delivered as a separate 
course.  Student will receive a mark for this course on their June report card. 
 

MODERN LANGUAGES 
French 9 
 

In French 9, students continue to develop basic oral and written language skills that they 
began to use in their introductory French program in Middle School.  Vocabulary increases 
and grammatical structures become more complex.  Supplementary reading passages as 
well as daily homework and projects reinforce class work.  Evaluation is based on home 
assignments, oral classwork, projects, tests and exams. 
 

Prerequisite:  French 8 

http://www.rivermenacademy.com/


French 9 Pre-IB 
 
 

In French 9 Pre-IB, students continue to develop basic oral and written language skills, 
completing the course requirements of French 9 and further enriching their vocabulary, 
writing, reading comprehension, and oral language using a variety of resources.  Students 
should be prepared for a challenge, as the language structures introduced in class will 
become increasingly complex.  Students will also be expected to express themselves in 
French.  This course is designed for students who have the intention of continuing on to IB 
French 11 or for the student with higher-level language skills and a keen interest in French. 
 

Prerequisite:  French 8 and admission into the Pre-IB Programme 
 

Mandarin 9 (Intro) 
 

This is an introductory course to the Mandarin Language and Chinese culture.  This course is 
designed to help students to develop conversational skills, to build useful vocabularies, and 
to grasp a basic knowledge of Pinyin (the Chinese phonetic system).  Emphasis is placed on 
practical and communicative language in everyday life.  The Chinese tradition, its culture, 
and the Chinese writing system will also be introduced.  This course will provide a good 
foundation for future studies of the Mandarin language.   
 

Prerequisite: None 
 

Mandarin 9 Pre-IB Pre-IB Mandarin 9 is a first year beginner Mandarin course. This course is designed for 
students who have the intention of continuing on to Pre-IB Mandarin 10 or for the student 
with higher-level language skills and a keen interest in Mandarin. Students will be 
introduced to the basic skills of oral and written communication using simplified Chinese 
characters and the Hanyu Pinyin system. Students will acquire a vocabulary base of 300 
characters that they are able to read and write. During the course of the school year the 
following themes will include, but not be limited to: greetings; family; countries and 
nationalities; numbers and counting; dates and birthdays; time; transportation; colour and 
clothing. 
 

Prerequisite: None 
 

Spanish 9 (Intro) Spanish 9 is an entry-level course available to students in grade 9 through 12. The course 
provides an introduction to basic conversational Spanish, and is organized around themes 
related to high school, travel, social life and family situations. The program offers a 
communicative approach to language learning, and course work consists of speaking and 
aural comprehension activities in pairs and small groups. Reading and writing activities will 
reinforce comprehension. No previous coursework in Spanish required.  
 

Prerequisite: None 

ELECTIVE STUDIES 
 

As part of the updated curriculum in British Columbia, students in grade 9 now must take electives that 
satisfy two areas: “Applied Design Skills and Technology (ADST)” and “Fine Arts (FA)”. Some courses, such as 
Choir and Power Technology (Mechanics) satisfy the outcomes associated with only one of these two areas. 
Others such as Video Production and Ceramics satisfy both.   

The course list below indicates, for grade 9 courses, which are ADST, which are FA and which are both. The 
course selection form is designed to ensure students meet both requirements. 

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
Drafting & Design 9 
ADST/AE 

This is an introductory level course, designed to acquaint students with the pictorial 
language used to communicate in the fields of Engineering, Design, Construction, Computer 
Animation, Architecture and Design (Fashion, Interior, Product, and Automobiles). Students 
will develop basic drafting skills and computer software knowledge (Sketchup and AutoCAD) 
to produce an exciting series of drawings of 2D and 3D objects. Through the completion of 
engaging projects, including the opportunity to print objects using a 3D printer, students will 
learn how to communicate their unique and creative ideas. 



Industrial  
Exploration 9 
ADST/AE 

This course involves individual and group activities that will help students understand the 
history, trends, and uses and employment opportunities in technology. Using technology to 
design and make practical projects such as dragsters, crash test cars, and towers will be the 
focus. In the process, skills in drafting, electronics, metal, wood and problem solving will be 
introduced and used.  
 

Metalwork 9 
ADST/AE 

This is an introductory course in metalwork. It will familiarize the student with metal 
working techniques and design. You will learn the safe operation of a selection of hand and 
power tools and become familiar with the forge, foundry, and welding equipment. 
Interesting projects will be completed in each of the metal working areas including sheet 
metal, casting, forging, lathe work, and jewelry making.  
 

Metal Work 9: 
Metal Art  
ADST/AE 

This course focuses on common metalworking skills used to create and design jewellery and 
pieces of art.  Students will develop basic skills in a range of shop processes in casting, 
forming and finishing of precious metals.  Additional skills learned include: welding, 
fabricating and cutting. 
 

Power Technology  9 
(Mechanics) 
ADST 

This course is an introduction to engines, automotive engineering, and design/problem 
solving. Students will learn about the systems, parts and tools that are needed to dismantle 
and rebuild a small engine. Students will be allowed to bring in personal projects involving 
small engines such a motorcycles, lawnmowers, or pocket bikes. A part of the course will 
examine automotive design and engineering through a creative design focused project.   
 

Woodwork 9 
ADST/AE 

This is an introductory course.  It develops knowledge of wood as a project material, as well 
as the design processes using wood.  You will learn the safe operation of power tools and 
continue to develop the hand skills needed for delicate and refined operations.  Safety will 
be stressed at all times.  Interesting projects will be produced.  
 

 

HOME ECONOMICS 
Foods  9 
ADST/AE 

Foods 9 incorporates both the practical and the pizzazz of all things cooking.  On the 
practical side, students will gain a foundation of basic cooking skills including measurement, 
safety, equipment and meal formulation. Students will participate in mini-units that include: 
food poisoning, and spice identification. The pizzazz of cooking takes students into the 
culinary arts. With opportunities to develop food presentation skills, share their own 
cultural traditions, develop recipes based on preference and finally compete in culinary 
challenges. Be prepared to work on your team work skills, this course heavily encourages 
collaboration and interpersonal relationships. 
 
 

Textiles 9: 
Fashion & Design 
ADST/AE 

Ready to update your wardrobe, by creating clothing and accessories that fit properly and 
reflect your own personal style?  This is an introductory class for students who have an 
interest in fashion, colours, prints and fabrics. Students will learn about the elements and 
principals of design to create new and up-cycled projects and garments that reflect current 
fashions and styles. Students will explore fashion drawing, silk-screening t-shirts, sewing, 
knitting, croqueting, embroidery, quilting, and weaving to create unique handmade 
projects.  Students will learn about the design process starting with sketching their ideas, 
drafting patterns, sewing their fabric, to presenting their final project in a digital portfolio 
while having access to specialty equipment such as sewing machines, sergers and 
embroidery machines.    
 

  



BUSINESS EDUCATION/COMPUTER STUDIES 
Information & 
Communication 
Technologies  9 
ADST/AE 

IT 9 is an introductory course and all skill levels can be successful.  In this course you will 
design and program games, combining and arranging elements and processes to create an 
engaging and esthetically pleasing experience.  Learn how a computer works, and how the 
internet brings information into your home.  Students will make and publish a website, using 
colour and design elements to create an effective online presence.  You will work with 
classmates learning technical skills to develop, refine, and appraise ideas, and create and 
publish your own digital content.  Examine the future of technology, and how it might affect 
your life.  Depending on time, or if you choose robotics as your independent project, you 
can have a chance to explore robotics, and an opportunity to design and implement a race-
bot, challenging classmates for robotic supremacy. 

MUSIC 
Concert Band 9 
AE 
 

 

This performance-based course is intended for those students in Grade 9 who demonstrate 
intermediate musical skills and/or have successfully completed Band 8. As with all the 
bands, a variety of musical styles will be taught throughout the year.  
 

Students will continue learning increasingly difficult music, starting at the grade 2-2 ½ level 
of music repertoire. They also work on developing their listening skills, not only for tuning 
their own instruments but for listening across the band and understanding the importance 
of their part within the ensemble. The students study enharmonic tones, learning about half 
steps and whole steps, the make-up of a major scale which all leads to the understanding 
and ability to play major and chromatic scales.   
 

Students will: 

 Demonstrate improvement of tone and range on instrument 

 Maintain a part within complex textures and harmonies 

 Use appropriate music terminology to describe rhythm, metre and melody 

 Demonstrates ability to perform increasingly difficult repertoire. 
Students will perform at all concerts, tours, and festivals. 
 

Prerequisite:  Concert Band 8 or permission from instructor 
 

Jazz Band 9 
AE 
 

Outside Regular 
Timetable 

The performance based course is for students with some previous jazz experience (Jazz Lab), 
and/or permission from the instructor. Standard jazz ensemble instruments are used and a 
variety of styles are taught. Jazz concepts, theory, & history will be discussed, and all 
students will be shown how to solo appropriately.  
 

Classes are twice per week. This band is combined with Jazz Band 10 to form the 
“Intermediate Jazz Band”.  
 

Students will:  

 Demonstrate improvement of tone and range on instrument 

 Maintain a part within complex jazz textures and harmonies 

 Use appropriate music terminology to describe rhythm, metre and melody 

 Demonstrate ability to perform increasingly difficult repertoire.  

Students will participate in all performances, festivals, and trips. 
 

Prerequisite:  Jazz Band 8 or permission from instructor 
Corequisite: Students must also be concurrently enrolled in any concert band course 
(except piano & guitar players). 
 

Concert Choir 9 
AE 
 

Outside Regular 
Timetable 

This performance-based course is a non-auditioned Choral Ensemble class which meets off 
of the time-table twice per week. While it is not expected that each student will have 
previous vocal training or musical experience, it is expected that each ensemble member 
will develop in the following areas: 

 Musicianship—artistry, interpretation, expression, musicality, literacy 

 Technique:  breathing, tone production, resonance, phrasing, support, tuning 

 Style – understanding of musical styles, genres, & periods through a variety of 
Concert Choir literature 

Students will perform at all concerts, tours, workshops and festivals.  



Jazz Choir 9 
(Intermediate 
Chamber Jazz Choir) 

 
Outside Regular 

Timetable 

This performance based course, offered twice/week, is for students with little or no 
previous Jazz or Chamber Choir experience. This choir performs half of its repertoire on mics 
and half off, in a chamber style. They will strengthen their skills in reading harmonies and 
they will experience solo opportunities as well.  This group of singers is combined with 
Intermediate Chamber Jazz 10 and sometimes 11 or 12 to form the “Intermediate Chamber-
Jazz Choir.”  
 
Students will:  

 Demonstrates individual improvement of tone, range, and understanding of styles 

 Maintain a vocal line within complex jazz chords, rhythms, and harmonies.  

 Use effective microphone technique and off mic vocal technique.  

 Demonstrate ability to perform increasingly difficult repertoire.  

Students will participate in all school performances, tours and trips. 
 
Prerequisite:  Light audition needed 
Corequisite: Students must be concurrently enrolled in Concert Choir and pass a light 
audition and/or have permission from the instructor.   

DRAMA 
Drama 9 
ADST/AE 

The goal of this course is to introduce you to the basic principles and methods of acting with 
an emphasis on the themes of community building and creative expression. You will be 
encouraged to overcome adversity while working with others to achieve a common goal. 
Through the study of movement, mime, improvisation, technical theatre, character 
development, and play building, you will develop relationships built upon trust, 
communication, and teamwork. In turn, these relationships will allow you to develop self -
confidence and valuable problem solving and interpersonal skills as you learn to lead and 
listen to group members. The units of study in this course will also provide you with the 
opportunity to exercise your creative mind through verbal, physical, and written expression. 
Students will also learn the technical skills of how to operate a lighting board and design 
skills needed for a skit.  

VISUAL ARTS 
Visual Arts 9 
ADST/AE 

Visual Arts 9 is open to you if you have taken Explorations 8; or if you would like to take art 
for the first time.  Drawing ability is not essential as you will learn the fundamentals of 
design, drawing, painting, printmaking, pottery, sculpture and some art history.  
Experimentation and exploration in different media are an important part of this course.  On 
completion of Visual Arts General 9, you should be able to: Demonstrate a basic knowledge 
of the fundamentals of art - the elements of design; a basic knowledge of drawing and 
painting techniques; the ability to create a graphic print; have at least one or more projects 
in ceramics; ideally an appreciation and enjoyment of art. 
 
 
 

Ceramics &  
Sculpture 9 
ADST/AE 

You will learn the properties of clay and the use of tools and hand building techniques to 
achieve success in making ceramic objects while working on exciting projects that 
communicate ideas and express emotions.  You will create personally meaningful artistic 
works that demonstrate an understanding of and appreciation for personal, social, cultural, 
environmental, and historical contexts.  You will design and construct sculptures, masks and 
functional items such as mugs and bowls.  Students may also learn the basic throwing 
techniques for the potter’s wheel.  You will also learn how to apply glazes and stains to give 
your completed objects a professional finish.  Students will have the opportunity to work in 
other mediums if they desire; these may include: papier mache, wire, plexi-glass, paper, 
plaster, casting, and found objects.  
 
 



Media Arts 9 – 
PrintMaking 
ADST/AE 

This course focuses on Print Making using the traditional techniques of Silk Screening, and 
Relief Print making.  Drawing ability is not essential as you will learn the fundamentals of the 
skills of design, drawing, and colour use.  Exciting projects will include the carving of 
Wooden and Lino block tiles for Relief Print Making.  You will also design and learn to cut 
unique stencils for use in Silk Screening methods to create amazing graphic images that you 
will print onto paper, and later onto fabric or a ready-made garment of your choice.  
Experimentation and exploration in these different processes of image making are an 
important part of this course; students will enjoy a lot of creative freedom.  On completion 
of this course you should be able to: demonstrate a basic knowledge of the elements of 
design, a basic knowledge of drawing and image enlargement techniques, the ability to 
create a graphic print with each of the processes, and ideally an appreciation and enjoyment 
of art. 
 

Media Arts 9 – 
Graphic Design 
ADST/AE 

Students will learn about Principles and Elements of Design, and discover how to create  
imagery using industry standard software (Adobe CC’s Photoshop, Illustrator, and InDesign) 
in a collaborative, studio-like environment. They will explore how to effectively brand a 
company through logo and business card design, create advertisements, digital illustrations, 
composite photos, and much more. Students will gain a strong understanding of the design 
process, from initial brainstorming with sketches, to final print production output. Students 
will also be responsible for creating an online portfolio, to showcase their work. 

VIDEO PRODUCTION 
Video Production 9 
ADST/AE 
 

Video production 9/10 provides students with an exciting and motivating introduction to 
the world of Digital Video Production. The goal is to introduce students to the art, craft, and 
technology of desktop video production.  The video production course offers intensive 
hands-on production with High Definition camera equipment, lighting, and sound to help 
students tell their stories – their way.  Topics include script planning and writing, camera 
operation, lighting and sound, and editing with Final Cut Pro Studio on the computers.  The 
courses strive to nurture individual talent and skills, and encourage students to become 
creative and thoughtful practitioners in the world of video production. Much of the work 
will be done in class and evaluated in a practical manner.   
 
Students will be expected to be intrinsically motivated in this course, be able to receive and 
give criticism and dream big. 

LEADERSHIP AND INNOVATION 
Leadership 9 
ADST 

This course provides an exciting opportunity for students to develop their leadership skills 
by working through school and community projects. Service learning is an opportunity for 
students to grow as leaders while contributing to the community in a positive way. Students 
will develop their own interests and skills as well as investigating the needs of the 
community and reflecting on how their leadership can or has effected change. Event 
planning teaches skills in public speaking, goal setting, organization, time management, 
communication, and collaboration. 

Personal Project 9 
ADST 

Are you passionate about an activity, subject or project that you can’t spend enough time 
on at school?  In this course, you will be able to submit a proposal to your teacher to spend 
time doing something you love and get credit for it.  Projects could be around a specific 
subject, a hobby you are passionate about, or an art form that you are really interested in.  
You could build a robot, design a building, research something in history, start a band and 
put on a performance, write a book of poetry, create a menu for your dream restaurant.  
Students may do one or more projects during the year in consultation and supported by 
your teacher. 
 

  



Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. What supplies do I need for high school?  
For the first few days bring pencils, pens, erasers, and a notebook. Do not buy supplies 
until you have received specific instructions from each subject teacher. 
 

2. What school fees will I have to pay?  
School Fee $25.00, PE Strip (wholesale price) – Cotton shirt/shorts $25.00, or Dri-Fit 
shirt/shorts $50.00, PAC Fee $5.00, Yearbook $55.00 (optional), Elective courses may 
have supply fees applicable where projects are made and taken home. 
 

3. Why do I need to buy ‘Eagles Athletic Wear’ for PE? 
Students enrolled in compulsory PE 9 – 10 will be required to wear ‘Eagles Athletic 
Wear”. Students in PE 11 - 12 will have the option to wear comparable gear that will 
consist of a t-shirt, athletic shorts and running shoes. Students at REMSS will have the 
opportunity to utilize the Langley Events Centre for a high percentage of their PE delivery. 
This means that students will be in public areas and for safety and security reasons, the 
school has instituted a strict PE Dress Code for students. Safety and identity of our 
students is of paramount importance to our staff, the staff of the LEC, and the public. We 
hope that you support our program by encouraging your son/daughter to always have 
their REMSS PE strip on a daily basis.  
 

4. What if I need extra help with my courses?  
Ask your subject teachers about how to get extra support in the classroom and about 
teachers’ extra-help sessions and office hours. R.E. Mountain holds a homework club 
after school where all students are welcomed. Also, students can come to counselling for 
an application for an in-school volunteer Math Tutor or to obtain a list of professional 
tutors for all academic subjects. 
 

5. Can I join teams or clubs?  
Yes, we have many sports teams and clubs (basketball, volleyball, rugby, Student 
Council, Debate Club, Leo Club, etc.) as well as intramural sports during lunch. Being 
involved is the best way to make your time at R. E. Mountain fulfilling and memorable. 

 

6. Where do I keep my books at school? 
You will be issued a locker and a lock. You will be provided with information about how to 
sign-up for your locker online before the start of the school year.  
 

7. What if I am away from school?  
Your parents/guardians need to phone the school first thing in the morning to inform us 
about your absence. We can arrange for homework to be picked up at the office if you are 
going to be absent for more than three days. 
 

8. What if I am experiencing any personal or academic problems?  
There are counsellors who are available to provide individual or group help in dealing with 
personal or academic issues. 
 

9. Where do I eat lunch?  
You can bring your own lunch or buy a nutritious lunch in the school cafeteria. You are free to 
eat lunch inside and outside the school campus.  
 

10. What are the school colours?  
Royal blue, black, and white. 

11. Is there an Honour Roll?   

 B Honour Roll:  A student must attain six B’s in each reporting period. 

 A Honour Roll: A student must attain six A’s in each reporting period. 

 Principal’s List of Distinction: A student must earn an A in English, plus five 
additional A’s on each report card for the entire year. 

   (A Fail or an “I” (Incomplete) on a report disqualifies eligibility for Honour Roll Awards.) 
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